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| ed, they in their turn will give way to|though we found from that record that 
another and a higher form of religious | thousands of species passed away and 
life. — Presbyterian. 
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thousands had appeared, in no single 
case had we yet found the 
transitional forms imperceptibly gliding 


into one another and uniting two clearly 
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noble thing, which deserves to be widely | 
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ing this season, itis said, and has paid | 
off the last of the debt of $10,000 which | 


has done a 


She has lectured 120 times dur- : 
distinct species by a continuous bridge 


which could be cited as an undoubted 
instance. of the origin of the species 
Darwin's theory had uudoubtedly shaken 
the vell, but it had not raised it. 


she was compelled to assume in the fail- 
ure of the Revolution. In the days of 
its weakness, when the advocates of wo- | 


Thanksgiving Day has passed once 


more, our churches were not filled with 


man suffrage were hopelessly divided 


worshippers, but quite a good number of | into two rival 
| 


and the 


Journal was flourishing 


organizations, 


thankful souls assembled at those places | H^oman's in 


of worship which were open and enjoyed | Boston, Miss Anthony courageously 


; i 
the services of the day. Although many | 


took the Revolution, andibecame financi- | most of life 


THE SIGNIFICANCE of a humaa life is 
determined by its angle of elevation 
To sweep the stars the telescope must 
be directed upwards. To make the 
a man must have a high 


| ally responsible for it. ‘That she has felt That he will attain a higher 
: > à | obliged to work for years after jts failure | point than he aims at, is contrary to the 
Source of all Good," none who could | io pay its debts, at a time when thous-|everyday experience of men. We are 
ands of men avail themselves of the | constantly falling below what we intend- 
privileges of the Bankrupt act, aled; it would be quite unusual to rise 


phénomenal exhibition of moral sensi- | above it-—Zion’s Herald. 


purpose. 


neglected giving the thanks due to “ the 


possibly indulge in the annual feast 


néglected to partake of the proverbial | 
Thanksgiving dinner, and the happy | 


is 


faces which surrounded the board, es- 
pecially those of the children, were in | 
themselves indicative of Thanksgiving 
ina measure which must have been ac 
ceptable to the Great Father of th 
Universe. 

Many of us missed familiar faces 
around the board; some tongues which 
were wont to make merry prattle and 
which sometimes we wished more silent, 
are now alas! silent forever on earth ; 
some fond looks which we had grown so | 
accustomed to as to regard as a matter | 
of course, beam om, us no more in this | 
life and a sudden wave of suffering and 
sorrow rusbes over our hearts a3 we 
think of past Thanksgiving days and 
the absent ones who made it a genuine 
thanksgiving to us. Yet we Aawe reason 
to be thankful, thousands surround us 
whose lot is less enviable than ours. | 
Our loved ones have solved the problem | 
6f life and are at rest, they at least are | 
saved from the anxieties, cares and dis- 
couragements of these days—we may 
suffer, they are exempted. Long may 
New England people enjoy the time- | 
honored and honorable feast of Thanks- | 
giving. | 


Humax institutions do not perish un- 
til they have fulfilled their uses; when | 
that time comes they die; and from their | 
ruins others arise, tó take their places, | 
atid perform new and higher functions. 
The germ of truth that is in them is the | 
vital thing. That does not became ex- 
tinct, but is transmitted from one to ap- | 
other. Look at the history of the church 
The mission of the Jewish Theocracy | 
was to preserve a pure Monotheism. 
When that was accomplished the church 
of the old dispensation died. But the 
spark of life was not lost. It dwelt, 
quickened, and enlarged in Christianity. 
The mission of The Holy Catholic 


i ; 
evening. 


Church was to protect and spread the 


tiveness and personal honor, A woman 
is thoroughly qualified to plead for the 
claims of her own sex when she respects 
the rights of human nature so keenly.— 
Demorest's Monthly Magazine. 


Tue RIGHT of unprofessed people to 
form opinions on scientific qnestions is 
abiy defended by Dr. Taylor, in the 
Christian at Work, and by Dr. James 
Freeman Clarke, in the /udepfendent. 
A writer in the Mation had incautiously 
advanced the dogma that clergymen are 
incompetent to judge of scientific mat- 
ters because they are not trained in sci- 
entific studies; but Messrs Taylor and 


of private judgment is not confined to 
the department of religion, and that it 
is as intolerant and intolerable for sci- 
entific men to deny to the public the 
privilege of scrutinizing their conclusions 
as for clergymen to deny to the laity the 


liberty of accepting or reje.ting theologi. | p, 
| 


cal doctrines. The subject is one which 
interests all classes, and the articles we 
refer to will no doubt be widely read. 


A St. JOHN paper says: Beecher lec- 


Clarke pertinently retort that the right | 


THE STUDENTS in the Wesleyan The- 
ological School, in Boston, have adopted 
into their creed the doctrine that no man 
can be a Christian and at the same time 
be a Democrat. 

We would suggest to these embryo 
teachers of Divinity the advisability of 
canonizing a few of the saintly Republi- 
can leaders, and would nominate as ex- 
amples of especial sanctity—Zack Chan- 
dler, Don Cameron, Bob Ingersoll, Jim 
Blaine, Boss Shepard, Poker Schenck. 
Some of the whiskey thieves might be 
canonized as lesser lights, and with Belk- 
nap, Babcock, Orville and a few brothers- 
in-law, a brilliant constellation might be 
set in the Republican heavens for admir - 
ing thousands to adore. , 

We pity the congregations to whom- 
these divines will be sent. 


LONDON, Nov. 23.—4A dispatch to the 
Standard, from Madrid, réports that two 
rotestant ministers, one of whom is a 
citizen of the United States, were recent- 
ly forbidden to hold religious service by 
the Maire of the village of Llanes, near 
the French frontier, in the province of 


tured here Saturday evening, preached | Santander. They were subsequently de- 


Sunday, and lectured again Monday 
He had very large audiences 
for St. John. The agent here is in 
trouble with the  Kedpath Bureau, 
through which Beecher was engaged, 
the bureau having assured him that 
Beecher would not preach, and Beecher 
declaring thet he had made no such ar- 
rangement with the bureau, and that he 
would preach if he chose. Our Mayor, 
the Hon, A. Chieman Smith, a gentle- 
man of the highest social and moral 


tained pending a prosecution begun 
against them, although a prayer meeting 
which they held was conducted accord- 
ing to law, only eighteen persons being 
present. 


MACAULAY, the great historian and 
statesman, made a speech fb 1853, in the 
British Parliament, from which we ex- 
tract his remarks on thé usefulness of 
the Sabbath. He says: “We are not 
poorer but richer, because we have 
through many ages, rested from our 


standing, declined to sit on the platform | abor one day in seven, That day is not 


or introduce the lecturer on the ground | jost, 


that the scandal is not yet elucidated 
Still many of our clergymen were glad 
to take his hand, and the ladies were 
delighted to see him. 


While industry is suspended, 
while the plough lies in the furrow, while 
the exchange is silent, while no smoke 
ascends from the factory, a process is 
going on quite as - important to the 


Gospel until it had gained a firm, steady|  RrerkRRING TO the evolution hypoth- | wealth of nations as any process which 
footing in the world. When that was | esis, Prof. Sir Wyville Thomson said at | is performed on more busy days. Man, 
accomplished it died as a church uni | Edinburg recently, that he had in the the machine compared with which all the 
versal, and from the side of effete Ro- | fossil remains contained in the rocks a |contrivances of the Watts and the Ark- 
manism sprang the churches of the Ref- | sculgtured record of the inhabitants of | wrights are worthless, is repairing and 
ormation. ` Doubtless when the mission | this world, running back incalulably fur- | winding wp, so that he returns to his 
of the Protestant denominations, which | ther than the earliest chisel mark inscsib- | labors on the Monday with clearer intel- 
is the many-sided development and pro-|ed by man—inclauclably further than | lect, with livelier spirits, with renewed 
pagation of Christian doctrine, is effect | man’s existence on this planet—and al-| corporal vigor." 


abuses of occultism are treated of, and one may here gain a 
clear idea of the relations of Spiritualism to this much dis 
cussed subject. 

Mr. Dudley, having written to Louis to accompany his 
daughter, who is a spiritual medium, when she returns (rom 
Caleutta, he has an opportunity to renew his acquaintance with 
her, which ultimates in marriage. Previous to this event, there 
appears on the scene a Russian Princess, Mdme. Helene de 
Laval, who is given the title of enchantress. She Is learned 
if the occult arts, which she uses against the Lady Blanche, 
Louis’ wile. Then follows the contest between black and 
white magic, and we see the power of each. Spells, charms, 
angels and «vil spirits, Vaudooism, and the arts, powers and 
possibilities of sorcery are minutely portrayed. The profess- | 
ional novelist wonk! have made the good triumphant. The 
author says : 


The effect of will or 


chological impress 
ts uninterrupted action. 
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persons at one and the same time. If it could be substanti- OF malignant ¢ haracter, is an understanding of its nat 
ated in the manner indicated in the work it would be a fact | €X'stence, the laws t at govern it and the means the 
worthy of closer attention than it now will receive from many and overruling Hs — s f i 
who will look upon itas a flight of fancy. Others will sec KNOWLEDGE ts POWER, IGNORANCE 15 am 
the possibility oí such an event and it will direct the thought He was obliged to pass through a fearful ordeal 
into new channels. arts of the enchantress who had conceived a passion 
The Gipsies make a pretty background for a conversation | !5 Were turned against the Lady Blanche am : 
concerning them betwéen the Professor, Louis, and a gipsey Louis was away on business, and the conditions we 
queen. The camp life of these singular people and their ble for the success of the hell sh design. He was 
habits, passions, and prejudices lends a scenic effect to the  '™MPressions that called him home, until. they ful 
adventures of two persons who sought a closer acquaintance | PIM, and then, travejiing wit! am interval of rest, he 
with them. in time to see her die, the c! ving previous 
Louis becomes separated from the Professor and one day dead : 
while reclining in the woods, overburdened by an influence he feelings of mingled griet and a desire for ı B 
that seemed a forewarning for the news that was to follow | Visiting the house where the black art was worke 
he sees the Professor, who tells him to read the letter that down and burning the paraphernalia, challenging and 
he had confided to his care to be read after his death. Louis fully wounding the Grothes of the enchantress, then 
then knows that it is the spirit he has seen, and after reading “ich followed, and finally his reconciliation witi 
the letter hastens to the lodgings of the Professor, finds his and the joy which possessed e when ne ines 3 
clairvoyant perceptions to be true, and then in an agony for the spuit world, pda de "€ = vys e "— 
his loss, that completely overpowers him, he rushes away, the same graphic manner which marks mo ^ ik throug 
farther and yet farther he knows not where, taking neither | | in closing, we caa not do better than re-ech : 
food nor drink. Finally he is in a starving condition and tells | "€ author's preface 
of the visions that come to him. He visits the spheres and | lf the narratives herein detailed faithfnlly represe 
returnas to earth. mystic action of mind upon mind, the fearful pher 
One of the mystic lodges, presided over by a friend of — - pen —— y n "0e oa 
Louis and the Professor's, is startled by the entrance of the plies the missing link which connects the realm i 
latter, who is supposed to be flesh and blood, until the melt- | and inanimate nature, then is this work; however cr 
ing away and disappearance without passing [through closed, | style or imperfect in philosophical deduction, a most in 
locked and guarded doors, satisfies them that it is his spirit. tant and noteworthy one; it ought to be thus regar 
He tells of Louis, his starving condition, gives directions how slities > omes rend Z2 2 zm A T : 
he may be found, and at the close of a subsequent meeting | rather than the few. F i pm j 
directs through one of the clairvoyants, the movements of 7 . 
the officers who go in searcb. OPINIONS DIFFER. 
The insensible body is brought to the home of one of the THE London correspondent of the Chicago Times, says 
latter who appear in the romance as John Cavendish Dudley A good many persons in London smile over Mr 
He keeps a diary and from this the blank in Louis's life is Conway's enlightment to the readers of The Cincin 7 
filled out. When the body awakens, after many weeks, it is | ipercig] When he makes the statement that “ the downfa 
found that it is animated by the spirit of Professor Von | o( Slade brings Wallace, Crookes and Prof. Barrett, w 
Marx ; his spirit in Louis's body. After a series of experi- | the paper on the subject of psychology at the British Ass 
ences all of them possiblities, conditions enable Louis to | tion at Glasgow, into a disgrace trom which they can ne 
again take possession of the body and he soon after sails for | recover,” one can only be amused over the stand po 
India, having in the meantime become a firm friend to the telligence, the amount of breadth wad insight involved 
family and regarded as such by them. statement. Scholarship, invention, experience 
ln India he sees and relates many wonderful things com | alent, standing and sublimest courage, all that is s x 
cerning the secret societies in that. country. The magicians | man manly, great and useful to humanity, are uncoas - 
and jugglers receive a share of his notice. The uses and |... sided to these English scientists by their own count » 


ceases to be philosophy. 
the uu that there may be seme truths * beyoud the 


| reaches of our souls to-day," that may be revealed to-morrow, 
and the “ disgrace ” is in the 

depends upon | they have not the natural disimclination to admit any ageocy 
long as it can reach its subject | whatever in the world but that of matter 


whether sympathizers or opponents in one especia e 
into which their independent researches have sometimes le 
them. It is true, with a certain modesty and lack of ass 
tion, they are far from considering that they have atta 
finality of all knowledge through history amd books of pas 
ages, and experience and observation of their own age 

do they believe that nature has closed her avenues of kno» 


ia if man can bring the mind and perception to find h 
hidden secrets. 


Nor would they hesitate tu search for à new 


law or force, suggested by some phenomena, however trifing 
—if not explai by other men to their satisfaction —if the: 
incurred the di of the living world. They do aot lose 
sight of the mea of true ph y and science, whib 


seck to know the ultimate essence of things; and that 
searching for truth, if it voluntarily circumscribes its range it 
They move and live and think upra 


minds of a few secularists, that 
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E | 
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THE SPIRITUAL SITUATION —WHO'S TO BLAME 


BY EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN 


It is impossible to expect that any person who for nearl« 
twenty vears has given time, talent, beart and soul, life, and 
all that makes life dear, to one object, can gaze upon its de 

berate shipwréck and destruction witho f and indigna 
tion, without making at least one effort—if it be but to put 
a protest—against its final overthrow.  ]t is inthis spirit, Mr 


Editor, that 1 now write; it is for the sake of the well-belove: 


cause in which for the last twenty years | have labored enthu 
sias*ically, untiringly and unselfishly, that yw ask the ques 

tion whic eads this article, in behalf of Spiritualism 
Not all t sophistry or mere blatant talk. of those whose 
interest it may be to misrepresent the trath, can mask tw the 
candid 7 | the sorrowtul fact that Spiritualism is now under 
the darkest shadow as ever fallea across its path Not 
talkers in the world can disguise 
ice anc 
e mi 
t Wose in its ^ st loes 

are, s 

this cha ne cast the 
blame entirely on those who, in the eyes of the superficial 


Observer are the on this great truth 
to wit, the fanatics wh 
thrusting their an 


nor yet the impostors who have tried and failed to make capi 


deformed its 


genius by 


ular one-idea hobbies 


ts platiorms, 


tal cut of simulating its phenomena 

Ido not believe, nay, I boldly claim, that the ability to 
break up, destroy, or utterly disgrace any great cause has not 
been, and never will be, delegated to the bad and worthless 
Spiritualism could have survived all the ill odor which wrong 
headed fanatics might have put upon it, had there been but a 
counterbalancing force brought against them. Spiritualism 
could now, as formerly, have held its own against all the tricks 
' recanters," 


of impostors and driveling of provided there 


bad yet been a faithful few left to come forward and match 


the true against the false, the good against the evil, the trust- 


worthy against the charlatan 


To my apprehension, th^ rea! 
strength of this or any cause lies in the amount of good in 
herent in itself and its ranks 

Its only weakness is in the absence of good, not in the 
mere presence of evil; it is therefore upon these who think 
and call themselves “good,” and who were, and still could 
have been, 
that $ att 
ous disgr 


Editor, t 


obliged to tread, whether we would or no, and then let my 


vet who have deserted thís cause 


of its many failures, its notori- 
, Mr 


over some few of the steps which we have been 


weaknesses. Permit 


E 


readers judge how far my response to the question, * Who's 
to Blame?" may be justified, when I emphatically potit to 
those who, knowing the facts of spirit communion, have 
neither the zeal, courage or manliness to act out their belief, 
as good Spiritualists 

Some four or five years ago the observant world heralded 
forth the fact to itself and all concerned, that Spiritualism had 
been absorbed, swallowed up and killed by the “ Social Re 
formers?’ Whilst strongly protesting against the right of any 
set.of reformers to fasten their peculiar ideas upon Spiritual- 
dsm, and label it with their idiosyncracy, l took the ground 
then, and repeat it now, that Spiritualism need never have 


SPIRITUAL 


succumbed as a cause to this one phase of thought, provided | 


its real friends had been zealous to proclaim their opposition, 
steadíast in maintaining the integrity of their belief, and firm 
in the support of their own opinions. The “ Social Reform- 
ers" were all this, and hence they carried the cause of Spir 
itualism along with them. Their opponents were not zealous, 
not steadíast, aot firm—on the contrary, they contented them- 
selves with guarding their own reputations by withdrawing 
from a cause that the world began to look upon as disgrace- 
ful, and left the cause they knew to be true to shift for itself ; 
left it at the mercy of its foes within and without its ranks. 
As regards the rlood of imposture and consequent exposure 


which is now parading its shameful aed disgusting details | 


before the world, let us analyze with equal candor the sources 
alike of error and weakness. 

A vast number of persons have found themselves endowed 
with the gift of mediumship, whose circumstances have not 


SCIENTIST. 


give their time and services without remun 


ation Thus it is that a large staff of professional mediu 


enabled them to 


has been raised up, and that in numberless instances, witho 
iny desire or volition on the part of the persons thus engage 
Now if the investigators into this sublime and scientific trut 


had been cont 


nted to investigate it carefully, wait for 
revealments, and treat them in the spirit of religious reve 


ence, the mediums would have had no temptations to impos: 


no necessity to please their greedy patrons by manufacturing 
marvels, or feed t nsatiate appetite of wonder seekers ! 
stuffed and masquerading clowns. Let it be understoo 


I am not offering any excuse or palliation for the shanet 
deceptions that appear to have been practised in the holie 
»f all names and with the most sacred of all human ties—o 
relations with our beloved dead. But the truth is the major 


ty of those who have surrounded the deíaulting medium 


have (X visited them with any ideas of holiness or sacre 
ness at all. Spiritualism has been nersistently and consist 
ently treatex is an evening pastime, à curiosity, an amuse 


ment; and unless the show was equal to the expectation ot 
those that came to see it, it would not be worth paying for 
hence, the real medium, no less than the fraudulent prete 


er, has either been obliged to-resort to trickery to produce 


the necessary show, of abandon the calling into which he or 
she has been forced I have long seen this tendency, and 
observed with the deepest regret the growth of this fatal mis 
chief at the few circles I have of late visited 

Another and still graver error has been the unpardonable 
and unscientific opposition to all attempt at critical investiga 
tion at most. spirit circles. In my own early mediumship, | 
was not only desirous to afford my sitters every possible 
opportunity to test and try the influence amongst us, but I 
insisted upon doing so myself, and the result was invariably 
favorable to the presentation of new developments. Miss 
Laura Edmonds, Mrs. Dr. Sweet, Mr. Thomas Pittee, and 
several others, who, like myself, were non-professional me 
diums, adopted the same course, and we never found that 
honest skepticism interfered with or marred our influences ; 
on the contrary, the more we tried, tested and proved our 
and ingenious*were the 


mediumship, the more varied, mot 
ng our doubts, and responding to 


spirits’ method of s 
Misses Fox - my most intimate friends 


our demands 
have, on hundreds of occasions, when I have been present at 
their circles, suggested new modes of “trying the spirits, 

and always with the réSalt of new and pleasing evidences of 
i varying and demonstrating phenom- 


has been the conduct of those calling 


spirit power in 7 


ena. How differer 


themselves “old 
motto appears to have been, “If you are a Spiritualist you 


iritualists " at the present day! "Their 


must believe everything you see and hear, Without question ; 
if you are not a Spiritualist, we don't want you here, and 
your presence will disturb conditions’ and mar our enjoyment 
of the sport.” 

Again and yet again I have been present at circles where I 
could discern palpable fraud and barefaced imposture, but I 
had not been ten minutes in these hateful scenes before I 
found myself surrounded with those who would treat the 
slightest attempt to test, question or try the manifestations 
with igdignation, and consider any expression of dissatisfac- 
tion as uńworthy of a “ true Spiritualist.” On one occasion, 
when at least balf-adozen marvel-seckers claimed the same 
barefaced mask as their dear grandfather, uncle, friend, 
brother, etc., etc, and I, in shame and scorn of their gulli- 
bility, and the audacity of the fraud, ventured to suggest tha 
some one should lay a band on the face and examine its text- 
ure, | was greeted on all sides with the remark, “Guess you're 
not much of a Spiritualist now, that you're wanting so many 
tests." whilst a chorus of indignant FRIENDS of the cause 
poured forth a torrent of advice to the much abused medium 
not to submit to be tested any longer! “Those that wanted 
tests should not come there to disturb the harmony of those 
who were so well satisfied,” etc., etc.,—and thus the imposture 
was first necessitated to please a set of grown-up children run- 
ning to circles as they would to puppet shows, and next sus- 
tained by the senile gullibility of those who rejoiced in being 
bumbugged. When I remember the prevalence of such a 
spirit as this, at the very circles where every condition was 
surrounded by suspicious circumstances, and then add thereto 
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he poverty, dire necessity, and, not unfrequently, the igno 
rance of those who have been thus encouraged to the prac- 
tices of fraud, I am confident it is upon the well informed well. 
to-investigator, rather than upon the poor and necessitous 
practitioner, that the onus of the present cloud of imposture 
and folly should be visited. 

Take again our public 


meetings—once Pentecostal gather 


ings where the spirits of every listener became exalted ; where 
the sorrowful and broken-hearted could find consolation, and 
the evil and vicious gather in warning and strength for a bet- 
ter life. Where are they now, and what have they become ? 
In many of the great centres where they were once so flour- 
ishing, they have ceased altogether. the cities, where 
heart-break and wrong most abound, their glorious and con 
so.ing ministrations are ended, and those who were rendered 
better, happier, holier and wiser, in sitting thus at the feet of 
angels, are driven either into the effete and lifeless ranks of 
theology, or they must be Geprived of religious life and light 
altogether. ** Who's to blame? " 


In 


Let us inquire still further 

This time last year I was lecturing for a society in Brook 
lyn, N. Y., which | commenced addressing in August, 1875, 
and continued with until April, 1876. During this time I never 
missed one Sunday. | never missed finding a good audience, 
and such a growing one that we were obliged to move from a 
small to a large hall, and finally the proposition was made to 


very 
Spiritualists, then, who cannot or will not, contribute $1200 a 
year to hear their faith openly taught, find no difficulty in pay- 
ing at the rate of $20,000 a year to listen to doctrines they 
care nothing about, beyond the fact that they are enunciated 
beneath a popular standard. 

Who's to blame? 


How many long years have I seen Spiritualism opening tbe 
largest and commodious halls in Boston for the distribution of | 
spiritual bread, and holding its own in the midst of every | 
storm, and proof against all attacks, in the strength and influ- 
ence of its noble Sabbath day meetings! Where are they 
now? and why has that firm, well-tried, veteran hall-manager, 
Dr. Gardner, been obliged to retreat from his latest. attempt | 
to establish public meetings with severe pecuniary losses? 
Why? because $30,000 a year must needs be raised to sup 
port the last popular sensation in the preaching line in Boston, 
and avery large proportion of those who contribute their 
money toward that said modest clerical stipend are Spiritual 
ists. A few nights ago, a youthful juggler, who makes capital 
out of the shortcomings and frauds of unprincipaled mediams 
undertook to “ expose Spiritualism,” and of course explode at 
the same time millions upon millions of veritable spiritual 
truths, by showing how a few tricks were performed, which 
should never have been labelled “ spiritual” aì all, 

To make the expose subserve the interests of true religion, 
and protect tbe morals and manners of pious Boston, by cleri- 
cal sanction, the reverend recipient of the thirty thousand | 
dollars a year stipend appends his name to the said juggler's 
programme as his pataon. Mark the corollary, The clerical 
patron helps by his influence to expose Spiritualism on the 
Saturday night whilst at least five hundred well-convinced | 


ly ? na seived h in the hou r iudement 
remain as the permanent speaker of the association. ly? Will it be received.as such in the hour or judgment, a 
y í "yn the d nevitable reckonin reafter? not 
Why did such an organization as this fail? and why, when i A “J T "e a LE x "ng bereafte 
> x 10 think it will some day b apt nt t e million 
so much mutual good will appeared to subsist between speaker => i n i X ; s E — J - ~ 
and auditors, should the unkind spirit of division enter its "aw m i pe — individual oe C" x. , 
A Oo Clar ^ lx , t t t 
severing wedge? Who was to blame? One of the chief that if those who claim to be the good, the true, the s 
" and the wise, had stood by the noble ship as steadíast!y as 
promoters of this effort was the excellent, philosophic and ^ f x . $ mae age 
` > . , those whom they denounce a the ad, the e, ! weak 
admirable writer, Dr. Eugene Crowell. When this gentleman | 9 - Lm 2 
* < ^ E r z f and the foolish, Spiritualism need never have been give 
first laid his proposition before me, it was in that spirit of un- vu? a ! " . : r koi 
" ^ -— Í o the ev r, never have been disgraced by the errors ar 
selfish llberality which distinguishes his whole character. It) 4 — m x bs y neret ase jr 
Y : shortcomings of its ranks, in a word, that it might have 
was under the advice, nay, the solemn charge of my spirit | *"°T'° 5 -— TE * : 
guides, however, that | assured him it was not his place to | "9 "* what it ao fairly promised to be, the world’s redee: 
a. the eene “ara cle "porta lee scent E" and | rom the darkness and error which now disgrace the age ; the - 
M " c a one 
^ : r> . p true Messiah, for which mankind is watching and waiting 
that when be put the financial part of the proposition before | isi Bett Dorstred. bor its $ ; - ^ foe 
rajani : , * bas ed by its friends, given up to $, and pe 
my enthusiastic admirers, he would find their highly prized, tted to fall 4 the s hand ~ x h P a 
7 A » mitted to [ail into ne very han which are ow st K 
much-lauded meetings would not prove to be worth the modest ‘ Yu e 
T z i las» ol $i» D and buffeted for misrepresenting 
cost of hall rent, and a speaker's salary of $1200 a year. r I think Uk in 
à " ve^ e f "nk, nav, now, we might do much to redeen N 
Crowell's experience verified my words only too amply, and lat eie n ye : a 
2 z ^ 1 £i radation and rebuild it in strengt majesty, usefulness 
yet within half a mile of where this failure to raise a salary of i " lid i » hold it in th 
: auty, did we unite to sustain and uphold it in the r.g 
$1200 a year and hall rent occurred, a popular preacher holds MP» Ps we d. — : » 
: d E . it. Instead of attacking, slandering, and back-biting ea 
forth at the fixed salary of $20,000 a year!—a salary too, s a E 
derived from an audience of whom, as 1 well know, quite one- other, instead of out-Heroding sae Cee of our ancient ez x 
‘ ; Li > emies, in heaping up rancorous denunciations, envious c > 
half are thorough believers in spirit-communion. The x 


enemies who would never have prevailed 
i 


SCIENTIST. l 


Spiritualists sit and- listen to his the Sun 


morning, not only drinking in his doctrines wtth open mo 
but rewarding him for helping to tura their f 


preach on " 


r 


and contempt with open purses, and i 
of a shallow trickster, and testifying their appreciat 
of 


the modest stipend of thirty thousand dollars a year 


good service in the causi truth by swelling h 


Is it any wonder that our public meetings canı IX. 
tained, or that Spiritualists have none 5 L 
itua! meetings ? ^ 
1 L L 4 H i v 
But Brook and Boston are m only places w "erasa 
" sg 
Spiritualists ] themsçives unable to sustain spiritual mee , 


ings on the most inexpensive scale 


"Cause $0 many otf 

numbers rejoice in sustaining theolog cal meet ngs of the m 
costly kind. The same course of procedure operates a er 
A 
a seat from 
sudde 

his ten, or even fir 
to sustain the faith he actually t 


the country, and there is not a popular preacher in erica 


I 
hís hundred 
some thoroughly convicted S; 
found himself unable 


lars a year 


who does not now command dollars 


ritualist, who has 


to contribute 


leves in 
2i 
ir 


It is quite true that the impure teachir 


gs 
ism which have been permitted to usurp o rostrums 
the shameless tricks practiced at our spirit circics, have forn 


ed the plea upon which these defalcations have been excuse 


but I would ask whether that plea is just, reasonable or mar 


cisms, and spiteful attacks against each other, why are 


not now, as tormeriy. joining hands to he p and strengthe 


comíort and aid each other, and in the success and we 


E 
of one of our own ranks, recognizing the triumph e -4 
tion of our entire army? l can speak with all confidence, a 

from the most bitter experience on this poiat, and affirm t 

it. all my public career, commenced as a little child, and 

ducted according to my highest light up to the present hou 

I bave never experienced from any classes of society, never 

endured from the envy of individuals, or the jealous i | 
cliques, half the amount of rancor, spite abuse at I 

have received at the hands of “Spiritualists” during the $ 

iour years, and that for no earthly cause that | can 

save my untiring efforts to preach, teach and prove S 2a 

ism in its purest and most unadulterated truth. Let “ i 
kind, ungenerous, and ruinous spirit of diabolism cease x 
amongst us. Let us once more unite, shoulder to s e 

hand to hand, voice to voice, to proclaim the new di«pensa 

in its hi hest, holiest and most salvatory, not . wes 

meanest and most degraded form. Let us come tog 

council to devise means for its scieatific culture am es 

gation; means for its religious propagaadism ; means 

distribution and utilization of its many gifts. Let us 

on our footsteps, begia agaie, and with clean hands. clean 

bearts, resolute’ purposes, and unselfish desires for the gener 

al good, help to rebuild the beautiful temple which vices 


follies and errors of our own ranks bave done more 

than all the enemies who have ever assailed us from with 
ait st 
theu 


ue aJ 
the seeds of corruption and weakness fou 
in the very camp of Spiritualism. 

Who's to blame? Let each one ask bis own beast 
questiom, and if he Cannot answer it as satisfactorily as 
conscience requires, let him change it iato the atoning cr) 
"What can we do to save, and be saved ?" 
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THE SPIRITUAL SITUATION —WHO'S TO BLAME 


BY EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN 


It is impossible to expect that any person who for nearly 
twenty vears has given time, talent, heart and soul, life, and 
all that makes life dear, to one object, can gaze upon its de 
iberate shipwreck and with digna 
tion, without making at least one ef to put ir 
a protest—against its final over w. | rit, Mr 


Editor, that I now write; it is for tbe sake of the well-beloved 


cause in which for the last twenty years | | 


* labored enthu 


sias*ically, u inselfishly, that I now ask the ques 
tion whic! cle, in bel f Spiritualism 

Nota yr mere blatant talk. of those whose 
interest eprese truth, can mask tu the 
candid mind the sorrowful fact that Spiritualism is now under 
the darkest shadow that has ever fallen across its path. Not 
all the sophists or blatant talkers in the world can disguise 
the equally patent tact that mach, if Xt all, the uisgrace and 
ill odor that has fallen on t e mis- 
conduct of those in its own r st foes 
have been, and are, “ those of ousehold 

And in this charge lrt me be understood not to cast the 


blame entirely on those who, in the eyes of the superficial 
Observer, are the most notorious pirates on this great truth— 


to wit, the fanatics who have deformed its true genius by 


thrusting their angular one-idea hobbies upon its platíorms, 


nor yet the impostors who have tried and failed to make capi 
tal cut of simulating its phenomena. 

I do not believe, nay, I boldly claim, that the ability to 
break up, destroy, or utterly disgrace any great cause has not 
been, and never will be, delegated to the bad and worthless 
Spiritualism could have survived all the ill odor which wrong 
headed fanatics might have put upon it, had there been but a 
counterbalancing force brought against them. Spiritualism 
could now, as formerly, have held its own against all the tricks 
of impostors and driyeling of *recanters," provided there 
had yet been a faithful few left to come forward and match 
the true against the false, the good against the evil, the trust- 
worthy against the charlatan. To my apprehension, th^ rea! 
strength of this or any cause lies in the amount of good in 
herent in itself and its ranks. 

Its only weakness isinthe absence of good, not in the 
mere presence of evil; it is therefore upon these who think 
and call themselves “good,” and who were, and still could 
have been, stron who have deserted thís cause 
that 4 attach the 


ous disgraces 


y of its many failures, its notori 


g weaknesses. Permit me, Mr 


Editor, to go over some few of the steps which we have been 


obliged to tread, whether we would or no, and then let my 
readers judge how far my response to the question, * Who's 
to Blame?" may be justified, when I emphatically point to 
those who, knowing the facts of spirit communion, have 
neither the zeal, courage or manliness to act out their belief, 
as good Spiritualists 

Some four or five years ago the observant world heralded 
forth the fact to itself and all concerned, that Spiritualism had 
been absorbed, swallowed up and killed by the “ Social Re 
formers.’ Whilst strongly protesting against the right of any 
setof reformers to fasten their peculiar ideas upon Spiritual- 
dsm, and label it with their idiosyncracy, L took the ground 
then, asd repeat it now, that Spiritualism need never have | 
succumbed as a cause to this one phase of thought, provided | 
its real friends had been zealous to proclaim their opposition, 
steadiast in maintaining the integrity of their belief, and firm 
in the support of their own opinions. The “Social Reform- 
ers" were all this, and hence they carried the cause of Spir 
itualism along with them. Their opponents were not zealous, 
not steadfast, aot firm—on the contrary, they contented them- 
selves with guarding their own reputations by withdrawing 
from a cause that the world began to look upon as disgrace- 
ful, and left the cause they knew to be true to shift for itself ; 
left itat the mercy of its foes within and without its ranks. 
As regards the flood of imposture and consequent exposure | 
which is now parading its shameiul apd disgusting details 
before the world, let us analyze with equal candor the sources | 
alike of error and Weakness. 

A vast number of persons have found themselves endowed 
with the gift of mediumship, whose circumstances have not 
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enabled them to give their time and services without remün« 


ation. Thus it is thata large staff of professional mediun 


has been raised up, and that in numberless instances, witho 


or volition on the part of the persons thus engagi 


Now if the investi ws into this sublime and scientific trut 


had been contented to investig ate it carefully, wait for 
revealments, and treat them in the spirit of religious rever 
ence, the mediums would have had no temptations to impos: 
no necessity to please their greedy patrons by manufacturing 
marvels, or feed the insatiate appetite of wonder seekers | 
stuffed dolls and masquerading clowns. Let it be understoo 

l am not offering any excuse or palliation for the shanef 
deceptions that appear to have been practised in the holiest 
X all namés and with the most sacred of all human ties—our 
relations with our beloved dead. But the truth is the major- 


ity of those who have surrounded the deíaulting medium 


have Wot visited them with any ideas of holiness or sacre 
ness at all. Spiritualism has been nersistently and consist 
ently treated as an evening pastime, a curiosity, an amuse- 


ment; and unless the show was equal to the expectation of 
those that came to see it, it would not be worth paying for 
hence, the real medium, no less than the fraudulent pretend 
er, has either been obliged to resort to trickery to produce 
the necessary show, of abandon the calling into which he or 
she has been forced. I have long seen this tendency, and 
observed with the deepest regret the growth of this fatal mis 
chief at the few circles I have of late visited 

Another and still graver error has been the unpardonable 


and unscientific opposition to all attempt at critical investiga 


| tion at most. spirit circles. In my own early mediumship, | 


was not only desirous to afford my sitters every possible 
opportunity to test and try the influence amongst us, but I 
insisted upon doing so myself, and the result was invariably 
favorable to the presentation of new developments. Miss 
Laura Edmonds, Mrs. Dr. Sweet, Mr. Thomas Pittee, and 
several others, who, like myself, were non-professional me 
diums, adopted the same course, and we never found that 
honest skepticism interfered with or marred our influences ; 
on the contrary, the more we tried, tested and proved our 
mediumship, the more varied, mobile and ingenious*were the 
ying our doubts, and responding to 


spirits’ method of sati 
our demands. The Misses Fox - my most intimate friends 

have, on hundreds of occasions, when I have been present at 
circles, suggested ne 


the réSult of new and pleasing cvidences-of 


w modes of “trying the spirits, 


always w 


power in altering, varying and demonstrating phenom- 
ena. How different has been the conduct of those calling 
themselves “old Spiritualists” at the present day! Their 


motto appears to have been, “If you are a Spiritualist you 


must believe everything you see and hear, Without question ; 
if you are not a Spiritualist, we don't want you here, and 
ns and mar our enjoyment 


your presence will disturb conditk 
of, the sport.” 

Again and yet again I have been present at circles where 1 
could discern palpable fraud and barefaced imposture, but I 
had not been ten minutes in these hateful scenes before I 
found myself surrounded with those who would treat the 
slightest attempt to test, question or try the manifestations 
with igdignation, and consider any expression of dissatisfac- 
tion as unworthy of a “ true Spiritualist.” On one occasion, 
when at least half-adozen marvel-seekers claimed the same 
barefaced mask as their dear grandfather, uncle, friend, 
brother, etc., etc, and 1,in shame and scorn of their gulli- 


| bility, and the audacity of the fraud, ventured to suggest tha 


some one should lay a hand on the face and examine its text- 
ure, I was greeted on all sides with the remark, “Guess you're 
not much of a Spiritualist now, that you're wanting so many 
tests." whilst a chorus of indignant FRIENDS of the cause 
poured forth a torrent of advice to the much abused medium 
not to submit to be tested any longer! “Those that wanted 
tests should not come there to disturb the harmony of those 
who were so well satisfied,” etc., etc.,—and thus the imposture 
was first necessitated to please a set of growr-up children run- 
ning to circles as they would to puppet shows, and next sus- 
tained by the senile gullibility of those who rejoiced in being 
humbugged. When I remember the prevalence of such a 
spirit as this, at the very circles where every condition was 
surrounded by suspicious circumstances, and then add thereto 
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he poverty, dire necessity, and, not unfrequently, the igno 
rance of those who have been thus encouraged to the prac- 


tices of fraud, I am confident it is upon the well informed well. | but rewarding him for helping to turn their faith int 


to-investigator, rather than upon the poor and necessitous 
practitioner, that the onus of the present cloud of imposture 
and folly should be visited. 

Take again our public meetings—once Pentecostal gather 


ings where the spirits of every listener became exalted ; where 


the sorrowful and broken-hearted could find consolation, and 
the evil and vicious gather in warning and strength for a bet- 
ter life. Where are they now, and what have they become 

In many of the great centres where they were once so flour- 
ishing, they have ceased altogether. the cities, where 
heart-break and wrong most abound, their glorious and con 
so,ing ministrations are ended, and those who were rendered 
better, happier, holier and wiser, in sitting thus at the feet of 
angels, are driven either into the effete and lifeless ranks of 
theology, or they must be Geprived of religious life and light 
altogether. ** Who's to blame?” 


In 


Let us inquire still further 

This time last year I was lecturing for a society in Brook 
lyn, N. Y., which I commenced addressing in August, 1875, 
and continued with until April, 1876. During this time I never 
missed one Sunday. 1 never misséd finding a good audience, 
and such a growing one that we were obliged to move from a 
small to a large hall, and finally the proposition was made to 
remain as the permanent speaker of the association. 

Why did such an organization as this fail? and why, when 
so much mutual good will appeared to subsist between speaker 
and auditors, should the unkind spirit of division enter its 
severing wedge? Who was to blame? One the chief 
promoters of this effort was the excellent, philosophic and 
admirable writer, Dr. Eugene Crowell. When this gentleman 
first laid his proposition before me, it was in that spirit of un- 
selfish llberality which distinguishes his whole character. It 
was under the advice, nay, the solemn charge of my spirit 
guides, however, that 1 assured him it was not his place to 
bear the financial burdens of such an undertaking alone, and 
that when he put the financial part of the proposition before 
my enthusiastic admiters, he would find their highly prized, 
much-lauded meetings would not prove to be worth the modest 
cost of hall rent, and a speaker's salary of $1200 a year. Dr. 
Crowell's experience verified my words only too amply, and 
yet within half a mile of where this failure to raise a salary of 
$1200 a year and hall rent occurred, a popular preacher holds 
forth at the fixed salary of $20,000 a year !—a salary too, 
derived from an audience of whom, as 1 well know, quite one- 
half are thorough believers in spirit-communion. The very 
Spiritualists, theo, who cannot or will not, contribute $1200 a 
year to hear their faith openly taught, find no difficulty in pay- 
ing at the rate of $20,000 a year to listen to doctrines they 
care nothing about, beyond the fact that they are enunciated 
beneath a popular standard. 

Who's to blame? 

How many long years have I seen Spiritualism opening the 
largest and commedious halls in Boston for the distribution of 
spiritual bread, and holding its own in the midst of every 
storm, and proof against all attacks, in the strength and influ- 
ence of its noble Sabbath day meetings! Where are they 
now? and why has that firm, well-tried, veteran hall-manager, 


ot 


| endured from 


Dr. Gardner, been obliged to retreat from his latest attempt | 


to establish public meetings with severe pecuniary losses? 
Why? because $30,000 a year must needs be raised to sup- 
port the last popular sensation in the preaching line in Boston, 
and avery large proportion of those who contribute their 
money toward that said modest clerical stipend are Spirituab 
ists. A few nights ago, a youthful juggler, who makes capital 
out of the shortcomings and frauds of unprincipaled mediums 
undertook to * expose Spiritualism,” and of course explode at 
the same time millions upon millions of veritable spiritual 
truths, by showing how a few tricks were performed, which 
should never have been labelled “spiritual " at all, 

To make the expose subserve the interests of true religion, 
and protect the morals and manners of pious Boston, by cleri- 


cal sanction, the reverend recipient of the thirty thousand | 


dollars a year stipend appends his name to the said juggler's 
programme as his pataon. Mark the corollary, The clerical 
patron helps by his influence to expose Spiritualism on the 


Saturday night whilst at least five hundred well-convinced | 


enemies who would never have prevailed 
i 
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Spiritualists sit and- listen to his preaching on the Sunda 
morning, not only drinking in his doctrines wtth open mo 
x 
a 
and contempt with open purses, an rning atrona 5 
of a shallow trickster, and testifying their apprecia 3 
good service in the cause of truth by swelling his 
the modest stipend of thirty thousand dollars a year s a 
Is it any wonder that our pub meetings car E 
tained, or that Spiritualists have no money spare l 3 
itua! meetings ? * iced 
But Brooklyn and Boston are not the only places w p Qn 
Spiritualists find themselves unable to sustain spiritua e Lr xi en 
ings on the most inexpensive scale, because so ma ot T * A 
numbers rejoice in sustaining theological meetings of the m VE e a 
costly kind. The same course of procedure operates a r ¥ 
the country, and there is not a popular preacher in America is CUN 
who does not now command his hundred dollars a seat fr ! A 
some thoroughly convicted Spiritualist, who has sudde 1 


found hímself unable to contribute his ten, or even five 


lars a. year, to sustain the faith he actually believes in 


It is quite true that the impure teachings of ultra 


ism which have been permitted to usurp our rostrums, ar 
the shameless tricks practiced at « 


yur spirit circles, have form 
ed the plea upon which these defalcations have been excuse 


but I would ask whether that plea is just, reasonable or n 


ly? Will it be received-as such in the hour or ji 


I th 


I do think it will some day be as apparent to 


the day of inevitable reckoning hereafter? 


mil 
it now is to the solitary individual who dictates these 


that if those who claim to be the good, the true, the 


the 
those whom they denounce as the bad, 


] never 


and the wise, had stood by noble ship as stea 


tast 


the false, the 


and the foolish, Spiritualism neec have been giver 
to the evil disgraced by the errors 
shortcomings of its ranks, in a word, that it might have 
come what it so fairly promised to be, the world's redeem« 
from the darkness and error which now disgrace the age 

true Messiah, for which mankind is watching and wait 
has been betrayed by its friends, given up to its foes, 


mitted to fall into the very hands 


doer, never have been 


which are n st 


ow 


and buffeted for misrepresenting 
I think, nav, l'know, we might do much to 


g 
radation and rebuild it in strength, 


redeen 


malesty, usefu 


ness 


1phold it in the r 


beauty, did we unite to sustain and 
it. back-biting 
other, instead of out-Heroding the cruelest of our ancient en 


Instead of attacking, slandering, and 


e 


emies, in heaping up rancorous denunciations, env 


cisms, and spitelul attac ks against each other, why 


comfort and aid each other, and in the success and we 


of one of our own ranks, recognizing the 


triur 
trium; 


tion of our entire army? l can speak with all 


from the most bitter experience on this poiat, 


affir 


it. all my public career, commenced as a little c ,and 

Qucted according to my highest light up to the present he 
I have never experienced from any classes of society, never 
ot 
cliques, balf the amount of rancor, sp and 
have received at the hands of “Spiritualists” « 


hid 
hi 


the envy 


individuals, or t calous t 


te al 


use 


iur E 
^ 
tour years, and that for no earthly cause that | can 


save my untiring efforts to preach, teach and prove 
ism in its purest and most unadulterated truth. Let 
kind, ungenerous, and ruinous spirit of diabolism cease fr 
amongst us. Let us once more unite, shoulder ti 1 
hand to hand, voice to voice, to proclaim the new di«pensa 
in its bi hest, holiest and most salvatory, not 
meanest and most degraded form. Let us come tog 
council to devise means for its scieati&c culture ap 
gation ; means tor its religious propagand sm; means 
distribution and utilization of its many 
on our footsteps, begia again, and with clean 
hearts, resolute’ purposes, and unseiish desires tor t 
al good, help to rebuild the beautiful temple which 
follies and errors of our own ranks have done more 
than all the enemies who have ever assailed us from w 


S 


we 


gifts. Let us 


aisi Us 


their str 


the seeds of corruption and weakness fou 
in the very camp of Spiritualism, 

Who's to blame? Let each one ask his own 
questiom, and if he Cannot answer it as satisfactorily as ! 
conscience requires, let him change it iato the atowing cry 
“What can we do to save, and be saved ?" 


heart 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

In presenting the Scientist once again in its acc ustomed 
size, we would take the opportunity to render our sincere 
thanks to those kind friends who have so nobly come to 
our support during the past three weeks. One has sent 
have 


five and three each, thereby swelling our list quite ap- 


fifteen subscribers, another ten, an« veral sent 


preciatly. We are grateful for donations from several 
unknown friends. 

We intended this wee to announce a list ot premiums 
for clubs of subscribers but we are obliged to delay it 
for one or two weeks. 


PSYCHICAL “CONDITIONS” OR ACCURATE | 
EXPERIMENTS. 

In another column will be found the record of some 
experiments tried in Paris by Count Bullet, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining rays of light that will be unobjection- 
able to the spirit force manifesting at materializatión 
seances and dark circles. The London Spiritualist says, 
that the same result might be obtained in a cheaper and 
simpler manner by fixing a plate of uranium glass in the 
door, or in one of the walls, or in the roof of the room, 
and in projecting upon it from the outside some blue or 
violet light from a common bull's eye lantern, with a 
Sheet of glass of the requisite color placed in front of 
the lens. The editor, however, declares that psychial 
conditions have far more influence over the results at all 
seances than almost anything of a physical nature. He 
says: — 


If the medium is thoroughly happy and comfortable ; if he 
is confident that he is among friends who will bear with him 
through a proportion of suspicious conditions; who will sit 
patiently waiting for that residuum of phenomena which they 
can separate from the doubtful m. jority, as beyond the power 
of mcrtal man to produce, then are the manifestations obtain- 
ed in the greatest perfectior. In the presence of those with | 
whom the medium feels happy, manifestations go on in broad 
daylight which ordinarily take place only in darkness. 


Much has been said and written about “conditions,” 
but we would ask what system of experiments have ever 
been conducted that will enable aryone to say author- 
itatively what are and what are not favorable or unfavor- 
able conditions. One circle with a certain medium has 
no manifestations, another circle obtains everything that 
could be desired. What is the almost universal con- 
clusion among Spiritualists? Why that one was har- ! 
monious and the other was not. Is there any idea in | 
the naturé of an explanation conveyed by"these words, 

We think not. Itis by no means a legitimate conclus- 

ion, that because one person doubts a medium and ob- 
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tains nothing, while a second believes and witnesses the 
phenomena, that therefore the belief or disbelief are 


the favorable or unfavorable conditions; nor can it be 


asserted that the phenomefía of Spiritualism will be 


obtained in the greatest when the medium is 
surrounded by friends 


Are 


amusement or Our instruc 


permitted for our 


= or | 


? Are they the result of a 


the manifestation 
uon 
happy combination of circumstances and obedient to 
them às à 


law, or are they produced by an intelligent 


force fora purpose? Spiritualists are certainly united 


iu a belief in this respect. The phenomena of Spiritual 
ism, it is claimed, prove the fact of a future existence. 
those who already be 


of the 


To whom should it be proven ; 


lieve or those who doubt and live in ignorance 
truejrelations between spirit and matter? 
Psychical conditions may have an influence over the 
results at a séance, but to attach to them an importan e 
that will prevent an investigation to determine beyond à 
question the existence of the force that produces these 
results, is to neutralize their value as an evidence in this 
direction. 
to propose instrument ! 
senses lest the medium or bis friends should suspect 


them of doubting his honesty, have been a most prolific 


Psychical conditions where investigators fear 
aids to sharpen the natural 


source of the immense amount of imposture and corrup- 
tion that is now dragging Spiritualism into the very 
mire. 

Count de Bullet's experiments are made from a pro- 
per standpoint. He evidently starts with an assumption 
that the manifestations to be of any value must be seen 
as well as felt. He finds that a portion of the phen- 
omena cannot occur in common light because of certain 
destructive chemical rays. He seeks to eliminate those 
rays, and after a close application of many results he 
has succeeded in doing so. He is a systematic and sci 
entific investigator. We wish that more of, them were 
interested in the phenomena of Spiritualism: 

We advocate a system that shall first determine that 
the person to be experimented with does possess the 
necessary mediumistic power ; next by a series of experi 
ments and careful observations to determine what dimin- 
ishes and what iricréases that power. Let the facts be 
collated in a number of cases and from them can be de- 
duced a conclusion that shall approximate to exactness. 

It is evidence that under the presept management the 


| imposter succeeds better than the genuine medium ; for 


when the “psychical conditions" are good, the former 
can distance the latter by showing masks,obtaining paraf 
fine molds, masquerading in a transfigured expression, 


| transraogrified in the apparel of. Washington, Lafayette, 
| some sailor boy, some ancient ancestor in white hair, a 
| "beautiful maiden" ( Hazard) in radiant white, aad so on 


thrdugh the entire list of Holmes, Hardy, Hull, Hun- 

toon, Jennings, Bennett, Warren, Filmore and many 

more already exposed to say nothing of the scores whose 

“psychical conditions” are so very delicate that they ad 

mit none but gullible friends and thereby avoid the risk 

of losing their occupation. 
A NEW “PETER THE HERMIT.” 

The London Post prints the following story in a leading 
article. 1f true, (and it is told with much particularity) it is 
not only very curious but very important : 

“A new ‘ Peter the Hermit " has appeared, it is announced 
in Russia, and is employed under the highest auspices in 
inflaming the populace to the requisite pitch ot fury which the 
Russian Government may care to cultivate in support of the 
official policy in the Eastern question. He is the ex-Captain 
of Guards, Alexander Prohostchikoff, one of the wealthiest 
inhabitants of Moscow, who, from long acting on the Sclavic 


SPIRITUAL 


Committee, has come to conceive or to pretend that he ha s 
received a special mission from heaven to rouse the Russian 
Turks, declaring that he has 
Kussia to t 


people for a crusade against the 
been pired by the Holy Spirit to 
demption of the Sclavs 
cow and preached the holy 


lead ie r 


He came before the people of Mos- 
Mosc 


» neighboring towns, and 


war. From ow he went in 


t 


company with excited multitudes 
everywhere was hailed as a heaven-sent prophet. The Gov 
ernors and officials were conspicuous in their attentions tothe 
new saint. When the enthusiasm had been nursed to a suffi 
cient pitch to allow of a further development, the prophet 
departed in sta e for Livadia to announce the will of the Most 
High to the Czar of all the Russians and Vicegerent of God, 
conducted the presenta 


upon earth. The gravest statesmen 


tion with the most admirable composure. Prince Gortschakoff 
appeared as devout a believer as the humblest Moujik. The 
Czar gave the fanatic or imposter a lengthened interview, and 
ever since the prophet declares tha is authorized to an- 
nounce that the father of his people will not fail the cause of 
God at the coming crisis. His return to Moscow was a tri- 
umphal march. In all the cities the magistrates, municipal 
councils and corporations went out to meet him, and conducted 
him to his residence amid a procession of the inhabitants. At 
Moscow the Town Council granted ten millions of roubles, 
at his demand, toward the expense of the military 


tions.” 


prepara- 


THE BIBLE. 
At New York, Sunday, Dec. 3, Prof. Felix Adler delivered 
the first portion of his lecture on “The Bible," saying 
Neither invective nor denunciation shall deter us from ap 
proaching the subject in sincerity and truth. Firm convic-, 
tion is the support, as uncertainty is the base of all things. 
We must enquire, to attain. Discussion, fair play be allowed 
to either side, Facts are the very possessions of our souls. 
Conservatives hold certain doctrines and say they believe 
them. Ask, “Why do you believe," and they find no answer. 
Absence of firm conviction prevails also among liberals. Too 
much are they influeüced by feeling, without inquiry or rea- 
If we accept, we must show why we accept. In this 
spirit we approach the Bib'e. The task is a large one, and 
we divide it into several heads. The first division is, Its Au 
thority. There is nothing left but to submit to it. if it is from 
God. But whatis Revelation? Its doctrine is of two-fold as- 
pect. First, interference with the order of nature; second, 
that it teaches or conveys what the mind of man is incompe 
tent to receive if left to its own natural course and powers 
What are these? ““Miracles!"” Look at. the record 
turnéd into blood, rod into a serpent, an axe floating, and, if 
we may turn to the later records, walking on Genessaret. 
What shall we do with them?  Kefuse them! Like causes 
produce like effects. Science and experience assert this, 
Fire burns you once and you know it will again. You find 
water (two gasses united) assuage your tbirst, and while drink- 
ing you never fear it will be turned to blood, The very secu- 
rity of life depends on the constancy of mature. Cons:ancy 
of nature is asserted by science, and it is able to predict eclips- 
es and reveal discoveries of the hidden world. lí one “mira- 
cle” were established, what would result? The whole order 
of cosmos would be shattered, and confusion ensue, If this 
is possible, science is a mockery. Miracles are advocated as 
supporters of religious faith. They would be destroyers of 
faith in nature. You would not have faith to take a single 
step but for faith in the infallible laws of gravitation. They 
who hold and preach implicit faith in miracles, watch them, 
biblical laborers, are child-like in their efforts to deal with na- 
ture. The more advanced theologians abandoa the position 
of miracles, and assume their next stronghold; that Revela- 
tion is necessary to teach what cou'd not ve reached without 
i. 
flask. The race learns by mastering facts. At the beginning 
those incidental to the bare support of life, simply mental ac- 
tivity; later in pastoral life, observation of order of the heav- 
ens; then in tillage, the sort of chemistry of production ; now 
in city life the higher powers of inveation, Art, science, 
knowledge increase with opportunity. The savages of the 
woods have thus become Newton and his companions. 
Moral knowledge in the same way has grown. 


son. 


water 


Moral 


Now teaching, learning, is not like pouring wine into a. 
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knowledge e pow stingu «hat 4 and w 

wrong ; 
The education of the individual min ” gr 

of the process by which the race was taught Ir v 

where discovered. ‘She race was a thousand year Re = 

covered the alphabet. Now it is taught to little ch à 

ication is a saving cf mental effort. So we give 

dren what has cost the race thousands of years to a 3 

and they can use it Now we return to the teaching » 

lation, i.e., truths taught which mind could not, ín the li 

way, secure. In effect, then, Revelation means - 4 

what is unteachable, an impossibility. Revelation is f = 


e impossible ; a great mystery and against reason 
f € J 


not be proved. So far we have undertaken what is asserte 


It is not true tha 
(X The 


supernatural s 


What is its own assertion ? 
origin in It 


chapter does not assert or assume any 
1 


of the Bible 


it asserts its revelafion does n frst 


ar 


information. Some later portions Instance the ten 


mandments. 
tract. But were they 


From their golden letters we are the last to 
b 


conce y human souls, or 
Á all 


they from God? Man is of divine origin, author 
2 g's, 


is divine, good not less good because distilled from a 
Neither d» you forbear to kill because, alone 


soul. 
told God said it 
l'he sanctity of life cannot be destroyed 
What is sacred 


jÍ these ten commandments, there arc differer 


y 
You feel that good is good, wrong is wrong 


It lives in the gr 
mora! facts of our nature lost 
ta 


the origin « 
Do they agree 


and 


We can compare and collate 
A 
Lightning plays upon its top. deity 

is heard. Whe Here 


Another account says joshua als 


ounts 


at mountain, dark threate 


No 
witnessed it ? 


gives us wh lonely 


lorm of 


A voice only 
Moses alone. , another 


"saw 


^ 


seventy with him, and now it is stated they actually 
God of Israel, and they feasted and ate. and drank. 

l have been astonished to find there is even another version 
of the commandments themselves. You cannot be more so 
than | was, to find this in Exodus. The first is, Worsh 
other Gods. The second, Make no divine image 
third, Celebratejfeastjof unleavened bread. The fourth, Al 
born shall belong to Jehovah. The fifth, Six days labor, etc 
The seventh, Keep the early harvests. The eighth, the latter 
harvests. The ninth, Thou shalt not sacrifice, etc Tt 
tenth, Keep the first fruits sacred. The eleventh, Not seethe 
the kid in mother's milk, and it states Moses wrote dowr - 
words. Does it not look of priestly origin these? 

If the ten commandments were inspired, why are there ti- 
Is divine Intel igeace 


ferent versions in the inspired book ? 
They were ritten down centufies afterward 
God wbence came the 


contradictory 7 
OL how little weight to say if not by 

commandments. Among the ancients ten was a sacrec nom- 
ber. It was held desirable to formulate 
Puest.y interests induced them to frame them to be easily 
numbered and the Prophets whom the people venerated were 
eager to register their moral precepts of which the priests 
had the advantage. Great are those precepts and deserving 
of all observance. But not, therefore, more moral. Man's 
moral sense is sufficient to discern them. If you found an 
ancient volume of poetry without am author's same wou 
you necessarily say it was of divine origin; From Apollo? 
lí you detected a discrepancy in it, part was full of &re, pas 
sion and poetry, and the other tame and commoa-place, you 
would declare two authors ; part first, the work of some great 
poet of antiquity, breathing his soul iato it. So in this affair 
of Sinai, The mandates of his own soul Moses clothed is 
language. Conscience is the supreme jedge of religions, anc 
by its standard we weigh them. Free are we to receive or re 
ject as they were to give. And free are we to struggle and t 
aspire to goals of which they could not even dream. 

The Bible, then, not a book. Some parts we reject, some 
reserve. It is composice. But true morality, true religion is 
growing larger and vaster as the ages advance. It is for the 
truth's sake we challenge the doctrines. We aspire to bette 
things than the present—to the priceless booa of inward free- 
dom. We hope for the establishment of institutions for the 
cultivation of the heart, where the truths of the past shall be 
poema in quce e the future prepared 


The subject of next lecture will be, “The Bible : lts history 
and practical influence oa past and modern times. 
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152 SPIRITUAL 


NOTES AND NEWS FROM FOREIGN EXCHANGES 

Is “HARK FROM the tombs a doleful sound," &c., to be any 
any longer the dirge of this nineteenth century? The vells 
that swing high in the soul's new temple proclaim a Anis, To 
aid us in our Herculean task, a new periodical is to be pub- 
lished in Paris, entitled La Religioun Laigue. It is facetious- 
ly said that this announcement may startle the timorous con- 
sciences of an already too sensitive multitude; but they are 
réquested to be soothed, for no “new church” is indicated ; in 
fact, love and charity are te be its watchwords, and socíal ren- 
ovation its aim, Its editor is Mr. Fauvety, a man distinguish 
ed in both literature and philosophy. 


So SUCCESSFUL in France and Algiers has been Monsieur 
Babia's Catechisme spirite, a third edition is already in press. 
This indicates the value of the little work. The price is 
thirty cents. 


Ix SPAIN an almanac called the 4/manague Expirittsta has 
been issued annually to the cheering acceptance of the people, 
and the advancement of our cause. Some delay in that for 
1877 appears to have been unavoidable. Would not such a 
work pay well in these United States, and do us much good ? 


THE MADRID Crific notices also Francis Ward Monck's 
work, Philosophia Spiritista, containing a portrait and biog- 
raphy of said distinguished person, We are not aware that 
it has yet been translated into the Spanish language. 


We ARE much pleased tu learn that the Society (of Cadiz) 
for the Protection of Plants and Animals,” is not idle. It has 
lately distributed an admirably printed document, presenting 
to the "authorities" its views, particularly regarding the atroc- 
ities connected with bull-fights, (for which Cadiz, an Amdelu- 
lesian gem, the Pheenician Goddir has been famous,) and to 
impress upon all who think and dream of better days, the im- 
portance of discontinuing such exhibitions, —exhibitions that | 
must necessarily tend to harden the hearts of all who witness 
them, and make them callous to bloodshed and cruelty. 


Tue Estudios Espiritistas of Santiago, Chili, comments | 
upon the public discourses against Spiritualism, by one Padre | 
Leon, 2 famous Jesuit of the college of San Ignacio, The de- 
fensive is taken up by an equally learned gentleman, Senor 
Dog Francisco Basterica; and as much talent is displayed on 
both sides, the subject attracts great attention. There can be 
no question about the result, though, be it understood, a Jes- 
uit floored is never defeated, more particularly if be has the 
strong arm of the law to back him; that arm which has been 
used, to the disgrace of Catholicism, in France, and in Spain 
and its dependencies. 


THE Paycholegical Review, of Barcelona, Spain, thrusts its 
sharp sickle into “delusions and errors" of the times, and notes 
with a supremacy of judgment not to be unheeded, the little 
tolerance which animates us in view of our weaknesses, our | 
own shortsightedness. Under the bead of “A Terrible 
Plague," it also notices with unfeigned regret the spirit of in- 
difference to religious matters which characterizes the age, 
that which above all others crowns the faountain top of our | 
Íorward vision—an iadifference to be deeply deplored, while | 
philosophica] speculations, by no means to be discountenanc- 
ed, marks the soui by an infinity of caprices. 

It HAS just come to our notice that Senor Damiani, of | 
Naples, a man himself of notable scientific attainments, ob- 
tained añ insertion in the Gazeta de los Tribunales of that 
city, of the proceedings at the trial of M. Leymarie, and that 
it had caused 2 good deal of comment among the judges and 
the reading public. We dò not learn how far the Gazette fa- 
vored the unholy decision of the French court. 


Dr. J. R Stunt, an eminent brother in the faith, bas re- 
cently arrived in New York from Central America, bringing 
with him the good wishes of his confreres. May his recep 
tion bé everywhere genial and kind. 

THE REIKCARKATIONISTS of France have been not a little 
excited over the opiaions of the German Baron, C. D. Holm. 
feld, who, with bumorous severity, criticises not only the work 
recently translated by the able and entertaining writer, Miss 
Blackwell, but the lady herself. The Paris Review quotes 
from the Baron thus: “But after ali, Miss Blackwell is only 
secondarily responsible for the errors she endorses, for she is | 


SCIENTIST. 


only a woman, and women often err, whilst man alone (resting 
upon his spurs firm as a rock, as per Victor Hugo) knows how 
tó reason without the risk of going astray.” The Baron, too 
claims that reincarnation is of Jesuit origin, traitorously put 
in circulation, to be enabled the more easily to combat Spir 
itualism on its own proper grounds. 


Miss EmıLY KisLiNGSBURY, who has translated from for 
eign languages so much for Mr. Harris’ able exponent of 
Spiritualism, the London Spiritualist, and who is secretary 
of *The British National Association of Spiritualists," has had 
her journeyings on the continent particularly noticed. Her 
visit to the family of Prince Wittgenstein, at St. Valery-en- 
Caux, to Miss Blackwell at her lovely retreat near Boulogne- 
sur-mer, to the honored widow of Allen Kardec, at the villa 
Segur, and to M. Leymarie in prison, have been particularly 
recorded as being eminently agreeable to all parties concerned. 


THE SPIRITUALISTS throughout France mourn the loss of 
M. Rollins, Commander of Cavalry, who, converted to our 
faith, became, wherever stati^ned, an active and highly es- 
teemed laborer in the cause of Spiritualism. Just, generous, 
independent, faithful, tears and regrets follow him to the tomb 
at the early age of fifty-eight years. 


ON PAGE 312 of the French Review, there is copied from 
the Spiritual Scientist (translated by Miss Henebry) an arti- 
cle written by Capt. McKay, of Norwich, Ct., an account of a 
veritable visit which he made in spirit to his family in New 
York, while he was on board ship in the Pacific Ocean. The 
scenes which he witnessed, and the facts he then learned, 
were all corroborated on his arrival at home. 


“Tue Secret of Hermes" is the name of a book by Louis 
F., for sale at the Spiritual Library rooms, Rue de Lille. No. 
7, Paris. Itis probably by Louis Figuier, the well-known 
writer, and would doubtless be ef much value to all occultists. 
Price 3f. 25c., or 65 cents. At the same “bureau” is announc- 
ed the sixth edition of “La Genese, les Miracles et les Predic- 
tions, according to Spiritualism.” These are bright feathers 
in the wing of progress. 

From the London Bpiritualist 
ON THE USE OF FLUORESCENT RAYS AND THE 
LIGHT FROM VACUUM TUBES AT MATERIAL- 
IZATION SEANCES. 
BY LE COMTE DE BULLET. 


Allow me to write to you upon a subject which I consider 
important to those who hold regular seances, or who are in- 
terested in the wonderful phenomena of Spiritualism. I will 
be brief as possible. 

The ordinary lights employed at materialisation seances 
have always, in my experience, been a drawback to complete 
manifestations. This must also be the experience of Spiritu- 
alistic investigators in general, except in cases of extraordina- 
ry-and concentrated medial power. To overcome the dificul- 
ty, I have been constantly searching for an appropriate light. 
I have used every description of ordinary light, having had 
lamps made expressly of all conceivable shapes, sizes, and 
colors, together with appliances for subduing and softening 
the rays emitted, but ever with the same unsatisfactory re- 
sults. It would seem that al! light produced by combustion 


! is objectionable, and the philosophy of this 1 have not yet 


solved. But about two monts ago the idea crossed my mind 
of trying the electrical light by the induction spark in an ap- 
pfoximate vacuum. Accordingly I ordered one of Ruhm- 
korff’s coils, giving a spark of 0.05 centimetre, and two cells of 
a bichromate of potash battery, each cell of the capacity of 5 
litres, or a little over a gallon. The zinc and carbon plates 
werte attached to a rod, for the purpose of raising them out of 
the acid, or of depressing them, and the spark was given in a 
Geissler’s tube, containing a concentric spiral tube, of about 
00.9 centimetre in diameter. A nitrogen vacuum was con- 


| tained in the spiral, and the globe enclosing the spiral was 


filled with a solution of sulphate of quinine. The tube is 


| about 15 inches long, and is fixed upon a pedestal, about to 


inches high. 

After a series of experiments, I have succeeded in produc- 
ing a beautiful pink and blue light to completely Iluminate 
the whole room, so as to make the smallest objects clearly vis- 
ible. The illumination may be compared to that given by a 
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bright, full moon. "The success has been most satisfa 
and I may well say this, as I have used the light ever ay 
now for six weeks. The spirits tace jit and stare at it, wit 
out the least shrinking. I may add that inv, experiments. are 
made in a small room about 15 ft. by 10 ft. in dimens - I 
have alee used a similar globe, with the spiral ma í i 
um glass, whilst the globe was filled with nitrate of ura "n 
or some other fluorescent liquid, and the light produced a 
wered admirably The whole apparatus is placed upon a ta 
ble, with the tubes in a al position in r cur 
tain in front of the opening from whi 1 E 
'he entire apparatus can be made her« 

reasonable price, especially ubes, whi 
structed with great care 

Those acquainted with electricity understand and can eas 
ly p and manage the apoaratus, but the uninitiated sh 
consult an electrician, who will readily instruct them v to 
proceed, and how to avoid the powerful shocks given by a 
Ruhmkorff's coil of the size rec To g ist à 
such danger, 1 have had the poles of my coil W ' 
glass cap, and the wires with a good insulating substanc« I 
use the bichromate of potash battery because of its simy ty 
and cleanliness, and particularly as it gives no nitrous acid or 


other noxious emanations whatever. The intensity of the 
light is increased or diminished as required, by turning a com 
mutator 

Since I have used this light, our seances have improved in 
a wonderful manner in all respects. Before starting the light 
it is best to remaia a few minutes in darkness; by so doing 
the power to see all objects in the room is gained at once by 
the dilatation of the pupil óf the eye; otherwise from ten to 
fifteen minutes are necessary for the eye to see clearly by the 
subdued light. 

Reflecting a few days back on the similarity in appearance 
of this light to that sometimes brought by the spirits them- 
selves, I thought that perhaps I might make use of mine in 
the dark seances, when spirits materialize around the table 
and upon asking the question of them, the answer was that it 
might be used with success to make them visible under suc 
cónditions, I have, therefore, ordered a small coil battery 
aad tube to be fixed in a light case of about 6 by 3 by 4 in 
es, with.a handle, so that the spirit may hold the case and 
start the light when he is ready for it. In a few days I will 


make a trial of this light, and if the result is satisfactory I will 


communicate it to you, | If by any means we can be enabled 
to suddenly illuminate a room during a dürk seance (the 


its permitting it), and to show several spirits at the time 
around the table, it would be a grand point gained against 
scepticism 


Hotel de l'Athenee, Rue Scribe, Paris. 


ART MAGIC. 
BY HENRY S, OLCOTT. 


Whatever differences of opinion may exist as to the views 
of the zuthor of this work, all will concede that it is interest- 
ing in a high degree. With the exception of certain details 
of ceremonial magic, extracted from Peter d'Albano, the lan- 
guage is fluent and the ideas picturesquely set forth. Itisa 
book calculated to disappoint that large number of its sub 
scribers who fancied it would give them the key to the secrets 
of the Universe—tbat their five-do)lar bills would serve as 
passports to the innermost crypts of the temple of esoteric 
wisdom. To Spiritealists, as a class, it must be exasperating ; 
for while it shakes one's faith in the purity and iofailibility of 
mediumistic controls, it prescribes conditions for the acquisi- 
tion of magical power so severe as to oar all but the very few 
from. attempting to comply with them. To these few, "Art 
Magic" will be most welcome, and by such appreciated long 
after the first enjoyment of the rythmic law of its periods and 
the nobleness of its sentiments has passed. 

The student of Occultism must be well satisfied that Mrs. 
Britten's labor. was pursued to the end, despite so many ob- 
stacles. He cannot fail to so admire this exhibition of moral 


courage by one of her sex, in bringing oat a vol upon à | 
Subject long since /a&oo in the circles of science society, | 
as to overlook its little partialities towards med , and | 
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disembodied human spirits with whom we may have relations 
The book certainly does affirm what all other authorities den 

viz.: that “Wedinmistic Endowments are iar more available 
to procure communion with and coa/ro/ of spirits, than any 


arts, &c." But it also teaches the necessity of personal chas - 
tity and moral discipline; so that those who adopt the above 
theory have at least the best of advice as to how they may at- 
tract high spirits about them. 


Mediumship, as appeafs from every spiritualistic auth 
with whom I am acquainted, and every injunction ever receiv- 
ed in a circle, requires total passivity. Without this we are 
taught there can be no receptivity of spirit influence. 1n fact, 


the author of Art Magic Fimself gives a very satisfactory deñ- 


nition (see 159-160) of the difference between the medium 


and the mag ve medium,” says he, “is one througt 


whose astral sy ther spirits can manifest, making their 


presence known by various kinds of phenomena. Whatever 


these consist a passive agent their 
I He can ther*eommand their presence will 
ce can never compel the performance of any 

special act, nor direct its nature. The magician on the cor 
trary, car summon and dismiss spirits at will im perform 
many feats of occalt power, through his own spirit ; caa com 
| the presence and assistance of spirits of lower grades of 
being than himself, and effect transiormations in the realm of 
nature upon nals and inanimate bodies. He control 
his fellow-m ysically and mentally by will, irrespective of 
distance, and even cause change in the destinies of individu- 


als and societies. These powers seem in rehearsal fabulous, 
nevertheless they have been achieyed, and we kig that they 
are s'il attainable 

How the exercise of such an active deific will power is com- 
patible with the passive and helpless condition of mediumship 
painted to us by ovr eloqueot author, |. cannot anderstand. 
It conflicts with all my reading and experience. I have often 
seen the magidal power practically exemplibed in the produc- 
tion of a wide range of phenomena, from raps on a table to 
evocations of elementaries, and the adept was always most 
active and dominant, instead of passive and expectant. 

I know one of the the most splendid mediums living—a 
man pure, wise and universal! y respected—who, nevertheless, 
is beset by elemental spirits and returning homan elementa- 
ries, until life is a burden, and his only relief is found in close 
mental application. And this is a man far above the common 
average of men, and one whose chief desire is to become an 
adept. I know anothér who has not half Mis learning, his 


| chaste past, or his spiritual experience, who, in an equal time, 


has made greater towards tbe common object in 
view. The difference the two men is that the , 
notwithstanding the higher powers which protect hits, is scil 
an easy and natural prey of “lowet grades Of being than bint; 
self,” while the latter is nót mediumisti¢ at all, and hence ia, 
vulnerable. 

At page 294 the author states a fact of scientific importance 


See Only its very conspicuous merits. The latter are béyond | in saying that psychological powers are largely dependent 
€avil Few writers have handled the subject of primitive re- | upon the climate and soil to which the experiment has beca 
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accustomed. A Siberian schaman, or priest, who at home | SINGULAR PARALYSIS AND RECOVERY 


wares | m 1 
was levitated and displayed other remarkable powers, upon THE Peekskill Messenger has the following account 
morning during the past week a gentleman doing business 
On his way to 


“One 


being taken to London could do nothing. Many have yet to 
learn that locality has as much to do with magic and medium- | in Peekskill went from his house to his store. 
D as " — Í 1 rs d 
p as with the mineral, vegetable and animal kingdoms. the store he met an acquaintance, and on attempting to greet 


Nature wisely adapts man to locality as locality to man. him he was surprised to find that the only word he could ut- 
Again he attempted to speak, and * Well ' 


The chapters upon elementary spirits should be put into | ter was * Well.’ 
tract ío?m and circulated at every meeting of Spiritualists. | was the only possible utterance. Horrified at this sudden 
dumbness, he proceeded to his store, and shortly afterwards 


a gentleman came in on business, but stiil the only word 


ic at they are perhaps wholly orthodox or thoroughly 
Not that th perha holly thod: th ghi 

elaborated throughout, but because they give information that 
10 medium or investigator should be without. The curses | which would pass the merchants lips was the inevitable * Well 

that have been entailed upon the cause and its adherents are | He then attempted to write what he wished to say, but the 
the product of ignorance of these facts. Sensitives have pencil refused to obey until after a determined effort of will, 
unwittingly submitted themselves to the foul magnetism, and | when a few words of explanation were written. He then pro 
even the corrupting embraces, of human spirits ceeded home, where he remained until four a the 
their physiological and psychological passivity. afternoon before his refractory vocal organs became obedie 

a rachel? A ORRIL AE HR p Ren to his will, Since that time they have behaved themselves 
iegro iynched tor rape, or a debauchee w Ps whole life was with abso te propriety.” 

nto a circle as an invisible 


positive to 


Fhink of a 


devoted to immorality, coming 


spirit, and overpowering a medium with his magnetic effluvium THE AUTHOR OF “ART MAGIC." 


before the danger is suspected. The thought is horrible to A Western exchange gives under the head of “curious lit 
“The anonymous authorship of 


And yet this thing has been going on for thirty | , rary gossip” the following 
the celebrated work ‘Art Magic,’ which created so much ex- 
citement and comment in literary circles, last winter, is at 
length assigned to a well-known, distinguished Hungarian No 


ble and refugee, who served bravely through the late Ameri 


Emma Hardinge Britten, the editress of ‘Art Mag- 


contemplate. 
years. American Spiritualism has been sensibly retrograding 
into»mere wonder seeking, and dogmatism shows itself in the 
angry denunciation of those who insist upon test conditions 
and proof of the authorship of phenomena 

The author of “ Art Magic" tells us that he has made | can war 
three visits to America to study the spiritual manifestations. | ic" has just issuec 
He sums up the situation by saying that he as observed | «ed ‘Ghost Land,’ said to be a work of 
with more regret than surprise, a gradual but evident decad- | and merit, on ‘Occult Scenes,’ in which the hero—although 
ence in the general feeling of grateful appreciation which | surrounded by the artifices of fictitious names and characters 
these manifestations at first awakened. Some believers have | is obviously identical with the handsome royal adventurer 
become accustomed to what was at first an exciting wonder, | of the wa Emma Hardinge Britten, with true womanly de- 
and their. curiosity satisfied, they need no more. Others have | votion, keeps her friend's secret at the expense of her own 
slackened in zeal because they have been disappointed in reputation with her spiritualistic allies, who are up in arms 
some special results they antizipated ; but a still iarger num- | against the damaging revelations of the great Hungarian Cab 

alist 


ber have withdrawn their public support from a movement 
where the taint of human folly and impurity has become so BOOKS RECEIVED. 
evident as to brand every class of believers with the evil rep- | ... - A 

THE SKELETON IN ARMOR. By Henry W. Longfellow ; with 


] a series of autobiographical sketches, enti- 
extraordinary power 


e J s eg E ng 
utation fastened upon it by the few. Hallucination and im hometta Datis J. R. Osgood & Co. 8 vo 
posture, too, have prevailed to an alarming extent in the ranks price $5.00. 
of spiritism, and these two last elements combining with the Messrs. Osgood & Co. have been happy in their selection 


before-mentioned causes, have shaken the faith of many, and of a poem for their Ilustrated Gift Book of the Centennial 
pu s mano from the Cages.” : year. Longfellow's Skeleton in Armor suggests pictures at 
z Tels * Mee but nep "on. true. We will all every stanza, and these suggestions have been caught by Mrs. 
conen he Pu" Get te remedy me in studying the Mary A. Hallock, the sáme artist who illustrated in great part 
laws of spirit intercourse, “ and endeavoring scientifically to | « The Hanging of the Crane,” aud “ Mabel Martin,” with rare 
mee = methods, "n" control te vun» and be felicity and excellent judgment. Each stanza is printed in old 
enabled - conduct it at pleasure." That “ Art Magic wit English characters, in the centre of a delicately conceived 
on bring about Saia most. "pru be questioned. Ope | à finely executed vignette, some of which are very beautifu 
^ ER the em absurdity of which did not prevent | indeed, and the pictures which interleave them are spirited 
ee cum ellectesby refuted by this book—aei- and strong. The lad who“ with childish hand tamed the ger 
$e Sa aufer aor thor art playing into the hapda ot. the falcon,” the hunter, tracking the grizzly pear to his lair in the 
Jesi. Ne onecould ask a more hearty pe scorníal denun- savage fastnesses of Norway; the women, lifting their de 
_ ef Ge any of Retis Chan is p the following spairing hands to the gloomy heavens for vengeance for their 
iv; ` . | dead, are fitly acconipanied by the lovers repeating among the 
“The attitude of the Christian Ministry towards the spir- | forest glades the story Adam told to our first mother. 
rei itis dedii" oan ien cesi t e One can almost hear the scoff of old Hildebrand as he 
i Ca € - ^ Jes 
à final ecli of faith has fallen upon the people thus materi- | Waves back the adventurous. suitor for the hand “a prince's 
alized by the very power to whom they have entrusted the chitd," or the crash of the * ribs of steel” as the corsair turns 
upon his pursuer, and the last yell of baffled vengeance as the 


charge of their spiritual relations, or that the soul of Christ- 
ian humanity has become secularized, and its spiritual func- | waters close upon the ill fated vessel and its crew. 
tions dwarfed almost to annihilation by such a process of| And the closing scene. when having lost all that made life 


wing TE "hz - | sweet, the discoverer of a continent he cared ro longer to own 
The author's views of the “Fall,” the origin of man, sex, | jeans upon.his spear pondering the leap into the great unknown 

generation, and other matters of a kindred nature, are told in | which the Northland sages dimly foreshadowed—the pines 

some striking passages claimed to have been given. by a whispering sadly above him, his head bowed, his locks dis' 

planetary spirit through the mediumship of a little Hindoo | heyeled, his whole form bent but not broken with the anguish 

child of six years, which I would be glad to quote did space | that rends his heaat, is very high art. 

permit. ] know of nothing in the way of spirit communica- | The book js a collection of jewels, and the casket is worthy 

tion to excel them in sublimity of language, purity of senti-| of its contents. 

ment or clearness of statement. Would to Heaven we had TE — o. AN 

such gifted mediums in this country to charm and instruct, A | , MR. Ricumonp, to whom Cora L. V. Tappan is just mar 

a a a el "ser ried, is a nephew of the Mrs. Richmond who was Mrs. T: 

few more volumes like ^ Art Magic," and Spiritualistic liter- pan's companion in England. He is a young man of sterling 

ature would cease to be the sport of the critic, and the de- | character, and high standing, connected with an old Chicago 

spair of tbe student who would economize time. | family, identified with Spiritualism ; he is in entire sym 


thy with he consequently the new relation will in no 
Remember that the Spiritual Scientist will be sent to any | wa r work, consequently e 


way interrupt her publie ministrations. Mrs, Richmond is in 
address in the United States for five months for the sum of | San Francisco, filling an engagemert in that city during the 
one dollar. 


winter months. 


How to Form A Spirit Circle. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


GERALD MASSEY’s 


A Tale ot Eternity, and Other 


Also, “Gerald Massey's Poems.” 
Uniform with the above, , $2.00. 
JUDGE EDMONDS’ 
Letters and Tracts on Spiritual- 
ism. English Memorial Edition, 
Handsomely bound, $2.50 Paper, $125. 


1X - (tinh Sold whole- 
[SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST 


Å DVERTISEMENTS 


QFIBITU ALSC [EN TIST 


Spiritual Science, Literature, Art, 
and inspiration. 


Without disparagement to any othe rgan of 
ualism now before the w t 
that *here are maay investigators who ive! the © { 
a weekly like the "S 1 
with advertisemer vroals, H 
and miscellane s 
pure and simi 
e Wel al 5 ^ á " 
an to help us to a circula 
I n er ^ ^ 
K regularly his A g these are 
Prof, J. R. Buchanan; ( Heary ) author 
( "Pe from r Wor I , 
Lippitt Lond Dr. Wm. H 
man, of Mme. H. P. Blavatsky 
Charles Sotheran, E Í The I T Emma 


Hardinge Britten; Hon. Alexander Ak 


Petersburg; Prof. N. D. Wagner, l (5 
Pe gi Mrs Emma A. Wood, ans f Ka 
lec's works; "Hiraf," the eminent Occu i 
S. B. Brittan, and others 

We ask then the co-o s of the 
cause here and in Europe i ur ha 
that we may make the “Sy €! we 
hope to mak 


the best and 
cavening effect ‘ 
is the time for 


have sucha 
ting systems and creeds. Now 
effectual aid. 


destined tc 


e 


Tee SrwerTUAT Screw TIT presents cach week a 
comprehensive review of the ot Sm ahan 

» its practical, scie , and r 
aspects. Its contents 
al! classes of minds tha 
and it endeavors to supply 
investigator into the deeply important subject of 


Man's Immortal Existence. 


The topics treated may be thus classified: — 

Setentific Investigation, 
the knowledge of the nature of the human 1 
its surroundings; alsog of the relation between man in 
the spirit world and those on the physical plane of ex- 
wtence. 


Philosophical 


tending tc 


Deduction and Demon- 


stration, reports of Lectures, detailed a nts of 
Remarkable Phenomena, Matenaliza , Levitation, 
&« 

Religious and Moral Teaching comm 


for Eternity r 


nicated by Spirits, Exhortation to à 
than for Time, to be 
expediency; in genera 
uon for our guidance in life. 

Reports of Progress from 
world, by correspondence, exchang 
facilines. 

Historical Sketches, lustrat 
of inspiration from the Spent W orid. 

Editoriah Opinions Extracts from Periodicals 
Reviews of Books: Literary Announcemenia 


TERMS: $2.50 PER ANNUM. 


Scientist Publishing Company, 
18 Exchange Street, 
Boston, Mass. 


ng the universality 


SPIRITU AL SCEENTIST 
Spiritual Science, Literature, Art, 
and Inspiration. 


TERMS $2,50 PER ANNUM, 


POSTAGE INCLUDED, 


Scientist Publishing Company, 
BOSTON, MASS, 


DR. M. A. DAVIS, 
Clairvoyant and Magnetic Physician 
Also proprietor aed manulacturer of the lollowmg 
pany nee. 
Vegetable Bitters aed 


Kheumatic nimena 
alis Sure Remedy for all 


M. A. DAVIS, 


BELLOWS FALLS, VERMONT. 


SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 


MRS. JENNIE LORD WEBB, 


MEDIUM, 
18 WEST TWENTY-FIRST *T. N., Y 


MES. JENNIE POTTER, 


TRANCE MEDIUM, 


Sundays, 2 > 


SUSIE NICKERSON-WHITE, 
TRANCE MEDIUM, 


130 West Brookline 5t, St F " , 
Boston., Hours, $104 


THE WONDERFUL 
HEALER AND CLAIRVOYANT. 


For Diagnosis se k of hair and f! 
age sex. Address Mx M. Monson 
He 24:9, Heston, Man. 


NOTICE. 
A Wonderful Diagnosis of 
medical band for &f 
f hair, sate age and sex 


arth Souff (a spirit prescripti fit 


Medicine 
MISS ELLA E. 
Richardson Block, E. Sex 


YCHOPATHY, 


ent at low rate 
BRADNER, 
Oswegw N, Y 


OR THE ART OF 
Practiced * 


DR. T. ORMSBEE, 


CHICAGO, ILI 


SPIRIT HEALING 


304 PARE AVENUE, 


Persons ata 
subsia 


r b , amd wo-meumeoe 


medxa i 
aT Len en reg 
actory evalence 
unableto pay 


mg clairvoyant diagnosis and 


FIVE DOLLARS 


that self and interested trends 


Letters merely 
stampe replied to in order of receipt. 


PHLETS FREE 


MRS. J. M. CARPENTER, 
31 INDIANA PLACE, 
Conianams ber successiu) practae as à 


CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN. 


Persons at 
ck of hair 
Magnet ed 
cept of price— 8o cunts, 


T= MAGNETIC HEALER, 
DR. J. E. BRIGGS, is also a Practica 
Ofo: i21 West Kieventh st. Address 
Hox, 82, Station D, New York City 


CATARRH, DIPTHERIA, 


And all Throat Diseases curable, by the use 


vering two three ce 


ER" PAM 


a distasce wishing examinations, we 
ijin Mr Carpenters 


spepeua sent by mai 


Physician 


DK. J BRIGGS THROAT REMEDY 

Mr. Axowew Jackson Dawes writes: “De. B g 
Throat Remedy for the Throat and Catarrha) AS 
tions, including Diptheria, | kocw to be equa 
Clans an his advertisement 

Price go cents per bottle 

Never sent by mail; by express only 

For sale whe lesale and retail by EÈ Gemer Be es 


No. 18 Exchange Street, Boston, Mass 


TE FRENCH AND VIENNESE 
System of Electrical Cure 


Dee. WILLIAM amd EMMA HN. BRIT 
TEN, the coicheated Heropeas Klectriama, bey 
&snooncr uasi bey have pest reversed to Pose > 
nm to resume Uber hugh)) marsie mati 
ol real practice. 

After many years of study aed expenmence, the I>» 
Brute? are enabled to promese raped asd permas 
benefi ie all camem they wedertahe. Many Gre 
deemed bopel o every other yeca w 
yrekied to treatment, amd every foem of ee 
can be alleviated witout F Pan, DANGER OR Pani 9 


will be found a 


semen’ 


dvi amd » we 
b. e Knocked Coastal Da 


scribed with accuracy. 
DAL Chester 


Dark, Poen 


YYXYTT 
2313 


imm 
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*ADVERT\ SEMENTS. 
Holiday Books and Pictures. FOR THE HOLIDAYS! IMPENDING REVOLUTION 


BEAUTIFUL FRESH FLOWERS N THE PRI 
Messrs. JAS. R. OSGOOD & CO. AND FLORAL BESIGNS l rH} RICH o0 


387 WASHINGTON ST. D E E å DO Y LE: 


Opposhe Franklin, 
FLORISTS AND SEEDSMEN Wholesale Prices at Retail! 


ADVERTISEMENTS. ADVERTISEMENTS. 


First Class Sewing Machines 


During December, for sale a 


57 Tre Street, Boston. 
FINE HOLIDAY BOOKS 37 Tremont Street, Boston DURING THE HOLIDAYS 


HELIOTYPE ENGRAVINGS. AN ELEGANT BOOK WE SHALL SELL THI 
A Houipay present, Au LNA 


287 WASHINGTON STREET. 
HENRY F. MILLER, ANOTHER WORK "OW occut smrrisw, IMPROVED. SEWING MACHINES 


FOR 
Piano-Forte Manufacturer, BY THE AUTHOR OF R 


“ART MAGIC,” FROM $25 TO $40 
- Former Price, $60 to $75. 


BSELTTY blame) CHOST LAND. iT n: 


Grand nere and prie. MYSTERIES OF OCCULT sPiIRITISM.| 24 TEMPLE PLACE, 
` pepucn papers WER extre Boston, Mass, 


H- S- WILLIAMS, MANAGER 


611 WASHINGTON ST. 


This instrument is the most handsome and best 
Pianc o ever belore manufacture s country or 
Europe, having the greatest posute dept 1 
olnme of we, tombined with a rare br 
vess and perfect evenness through the et 
sad sympacbetc quay > duration of sound, the power | Translat anc te Ruma Havoinos Berrren 
und sympathetic quality of which never changes under This ma cent and thrilling recor Spiniual ex 
ihe uos doliente 07 peivorln Space lorbids 'a | vericuces mas prepared for and cromened ^ ine} SILVER PLATED WARE! 
toil dengigien- nn— instrument, ts . 

dm oun genen cre TA M Re noe 2 CASTORS, $3, 4, $5. 

ber vou take n of these ( EL È 


from the records of 


Magical Seances, &c., &c., 


arc egn repestediy ' A (Rn i . 
BRATED PNSTRUMENTS If after five (5 ) days | iicited to publish ibe eter he deseo id WATERMAN & C0. 
test trial it proves unsatisfactory, the money you have a , j| senes The great de 
paid will be refund-< » retur ostroment, and wiherct “Aer 420 WASHINGTON STREET. 
fre ht ou pnd both ways Pianos war ubscribers t 
; Three stores worth of Summer street 


DANIEL F, BEATTY, fe ‘| SILVER PLATED WARE! 
| Washington, New Jersey, Ù S. A. e and ! BUTTER DISHES, $3, $4.85 


koad WATERMAN & CO. 
M Pel EX 420 WASHINGTON STREET. 


~ DANIEL F. BEATTY’S 


PARLOR ORGANS. 


These rcthártxable inetrument® possess ca 


Three stores north of Summer street 
Apress rg "d at 


— SILVER PLATED WARE! 
— FRUIT BASKETS & DISHES, $3, 84, &5. 
CEU E uber tud Protecloua a TUE WEED SENI REE URINE WATERMAN & CO. 
meo OUT.RIV AL 420 WASHINGTON STREET. 
EXCEL IN QUALITY OF TONE, THOROUGH pe 9h 


WORKMANSBIP, ELEGANT DE- 
SIGNS AND FINISH, 


A companies in the prod of Three stores north 


SEWING MACHINES. SILVER PLATED WARE! 


ssd Wonderful Variety of their Combination Soi CAKE BASKETS, $3, $4, 65. 


Siopa. = FAMILY FAVORITE WATERMAN & CO. 
ER Besut ity! new Centennial Styles now read 
nl for household use 1s renowned for its 420 WASHINGTON STREET. 
Great Bimplicity, Three stores north of Summer strect 


DANIEL F. BEATTY, 


Washington, New Jersey, V. S. A. 


Esse of Running 


Wide Range of Werk. SILVER PLATED WARE ! 


PICKLE JARS, $?, $3, 4. 


Brickmasons and Cabinet-makers, etc The Auer WATERMAN & co. 
cam Bortpes PusimerwG Cowrany, ryt Bestihroy, GENERAL FAVORITE, 4260 WASHINGTON STRERT. 


New York, will send yoo for yo ccnts a specimen co; 
ol de American Builder, wh nearly a hor Three stores agrth of Summer sree 
Nos. 2 and 3, 


CARPENTERS AND JOINERS! M fon e pee ean yi pa ast aunit 
The 


n tbe market, 


dred Wlestrauces, drawn to ale, of porcbes, dorm 
ers, wiedows, chimneys, brick cormices, fret saw work, ws despoed to supplant all others for mantbíscie: 

becetends, burenus, iode finish, chasm, etc, etc wurposes. They are constructed with drop and wheal SILVER PLATED WARE I 
: [— | heed, and 100 STYLES VASES, $1, $2, $3. 


p LISTER, ASTHOLOGER, CANNOT BE EQUALLED FOR SPEED AND WATERMAN & CO 
* Zw BOSTON: 9t. 420 WASHINGTON STREET. 


Can be commuted by addrewirg for à circular, P. O, The upper and under theead ef the No. 3 are drawo 

box 4829, New York City. together (same as pos ame ,and its thorough m Three seres worth of Summer stree 
eads rites frow 4 the struction and great sp economical running, render 

Me a sy ere ee pinaes n the most desirable leather stitehing machine 


su ven. ever placed on the market. T : r F T E , 
Se a pe | Agents wanted le every town. Special inducements ROSTON RIDING ACADEMY 
MAGNETIC HEALING. ah OFENED FON THE SRASON AT 


Dv. C. C, Desesbery, of the Hesse Two e tim 1045 Washington Street, 
rete Tati ta 2 s E Me Wenn | WEED SEWING MACHINE CO. | tor Fupilsor Classes. A new Academy, surpassing any 
aed veinwy siter Wedsestay, i December e 20014 mS rv sate dn Sates. There 

| also con. w n ring stable, for 
rdc NODE PEL >) JAMES M POWLEN, Manager, — aaee eme woman” 
Yor 


erim Ean sa 
at ^ * sum’ i 
n 18 Avon Street, Boston, l PROP. J. M. SMITH. 
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